in the United States since the 1960s has largely been shaped by the social imagination of the technology at the individual and institutional levels. By crafting a critical genealogy of the Internet in the United States, Streeter's The Net Effect not only serves as an intervention into U.S. historiography of the Internet but also as a critique of the technological determinism that has dominated new-media studies. Recognizing how discourses of the Internet have directed the creation and use of the technology, Streeter invites us to look specifically at the consequences of two dominant paradigms in the field of study: the utilitarian and control paradigm, and the expressive and identity paradigm.
Compared to Manuel Castells' (2010) "informational capitalism," which focuses on how the economic logic of productivity and competitiveness in late capitalism contribute to the proliferation of information technology, Streeter focuses on U.S. romanticism to add another layer of insight to a critical understanding of the networked society. Rather than departing from a Marxist framework, Streeter instead considers how the trope of networkedcomputing romanticism has supported the proliferation of neoliberalism as the hegemonic politicaleconomic ideology in the United States, and how, simultaneously, this romanticism inspired new ways of thinking about democracy. By locating the material consequences of the ideology and its dialectical dynamics underlying all social constructs, Streeter views "the Internet not as a thing that has an effect but as itself a process of social construction. The net effect is in the making of it" (p. 9).
An important argument that stands out in Streeter's analysis of Internet technology and neoliberalism regards the shifting discourse of individualization. Streeter argues that although romanticism refutes Cartesian rationality as presumptuous, it does not escape the libertarian notion of individuality.
Streeter further argues that selfhood of the "male sort of loneliness" that has been attributed to Internet technology is a historical marker, a discursive practice, rather than the essence of the technology. In Contrary to celebrating private corporations' success in networked computing, Streeter recaptures the legitimacy of all the unglamorous work that has been almost forgotten in history, shifting the margins on questions of labor, creativity, and entrepreneurship. After putting down the book, I still remember vividly the remarkable metaphor of diaper-changing that Streeter drew from feminist technology writer Paulina Borsook, an analogy that describes the mundane labor involved in a networked society of the digital age.
